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PREFACE

In offering two Readers for use in the schools of these
provinces for the beginners mn Sanshnt, | beg to point out
that | have stnictly followed the new syllabus of the
Intermediate Board i compiling the books According
to the new syllabus Sanshrt teaching will commence at
Standard VII mstead of Standard VI and as such the boys
will have to be given a good grounding in Sanskrit in two
years The change made by the Committee 18 for the
better, as by commencing to learn a difficult language a
year later they will be able to understand it better andl
consequently their progress will be more rapd

It wall be found that all the reading lessons the books
contamn are classical pieces A word by way of explana-
tion may be said heie why the beaten track has not been
followed When I joined the Allahabad Unwversity as a
teacher of Sanshnt a few years ago, | found the students
using Hindi _ewpressions mn therr composition On my
challenging them they referred me to text-books which
they read in therr schools Right or wrong, anything
seen mn prnt m a text-book 1s taken by the boys to
be absolutely correct As such the responsibility of
a text-book wrter 1s very great Unless an author
15 a master of the language m which he wntes,
he should not include his own compoesitions m a book

number of passages may be quoted as instances of
bad grammar and composition from the text-books n
use Although there 15 no dearth of authors who can
write faultless Sansknit, once perrmission 1s given to nsert
original compositions into text-books, authors gualified
and unqualified will come forwaid with therr wrntings,
and 1t may so happen that some of the books prescribed

will have faulty passages which the Text-Book Commuttee
would not like
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For the reasons stated above, | have drawn all th
reading lessons from the classical works Thep ' . .
work of compiling was done by my pupil Pt Raman»
Misra, M A, but | revised, altered and rewtote passa,
wherever necessary In the few reading lessons given 1
the Pravesika of Part I, many short sentences had to b
newly composed because at this stage 1t 1s impossible f .
the young learners to understand the difficult senten
from a standard work But here too I have taken spec
care to quote sentences from standard works wherev
possible  Matter for the reading lessons in the Pathavan
have been all taken from the Hitopadeéa, the Paficatantra
and the Purusapariksa but I have tried to simphfy passages
which seemed to be difficult for the beginners [ have
almost always avoided sandh: at the beginning, but stll |
msist on the careful teaching of the rules of sandh: to the
students at a very early stage and have myself appended
to the lessons searching queshons on sandhi, along with
other grammatical questions | lay emphasis on the crtical
questions which are meant for enabling the students to
converse mn simple Sanskrit; as required by the syllabus.
The teachers may add freely to these questions

No attempt has been made to show learning in these
books to confound the boys Simple and clear expressions
have throughout been used to help the young learners
Such matter as the student 15 expected to learn in the
grammar of his own language has not been touched i the
book Grammar has been explamed in Hindi, which 1s
the medium of mstruction in most of the U P schools
But if any school, which teaches through some other
medium, hkes to use these Readers, the teacher should
explain the rules in the language of the student

30th March, 1930
University of ¢ KsHETRESACHANDRA CHATTOPADHYAYA
Allahabad
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